Government Course Outline
1. Introduction to Government
Meaning of government
Features of government
Functions of government
Importance of government in society
2. Basic Concepts in Government
Power

Authority

Legitimacy

Sovereignty

Democracy

Justice

Liberty

Equality

3. Forms of Government
Unitary system

Federal system

Confederal system
Parliamentary system
Presidential system
Monarchy

Republicanism

Military government

4. Arms of Government



Legislature

Executive

Judiciary

Separation of powers
Checks and balances

5. Constitution

Meaning of constitution
Sources of constitution
Types of constitution
Features of the Nigerian Constitution
Importance of constitution
6. Citizenship

Meaning of citizenship
Ways of acquiring citizenship
Rights and duties of citizens
Loss of citizenship

7. Political Parties

Meaning of political parties
Functions of political parties
Types of party systems
Party organization

Problems of political parties
8. Electoral Process
Meaning of election

Electoral systems



Voter registration

Electoral commission

Free and fair elections

Electoral malpractice

9. Democracy

Meaning and principles of democracy
Features of democracy

Merits and demerits of democracy
Democratic institutions

10. Public Administration

Meaning of public administration
Civil service

Public corporations

Local government administration
Problems of public administration
11. Pressure Groups and Public Opinion
Meaning of pressure groups

Types of pressure groups

Functions of pressure groups

Public opinion

Media and public opinion

12. Colonial Administration in Nigeria
Meaning of colonialism

British colonial policies

Indirect rule system



Effects of colonialism in Nigeria
13. Nationalism

Meaning of nationalism

Factors that promoted nationalism
Nationalist movements in Nigeria
Prominent Nigerian nationalists

14. Nigerian Constitution Development
Clifford Constitution (1922)
Richards Constitution (1946)
Macpherson Constitution (1951)
Lyttleton Constitution (1954)
Independence Constitution (1960)
Republican Constitution (1963)

15. Federalism in Nigeria

Meaning of federalism

Features of Nigerian federalism
Revenue allocation
Inter-governmental relations

16. Local Government

Meaning and functions of local government
Sources of revenue

Problems facing local governments
17. International Relations

Meaning of international relations

Foreign policy



Nigeria and the international community

Diplomacy

18. International Organizations

United Nations

African Union

ECOWAS

Commonwealth of Nations

Functions and achievements of international organizations
19. Human Rights and Rule of Law

Fundamental human rights

Rule of law

Protection of rights

Abuse of human rights

20. Military Rule and Political Development in Nigeria
Causes of military intervention

Features of military rule

Effects of military rule

Return to democratic governance



